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Applying to an MBA program is a complicated procedure. Each business school will have 
different application requirements and different deadlines for the various hoops that MBA 
applicants have to jump through. This is why planning ahead is crucial to a successful 
application. 
 
One requirement almost all business programs have in common for international students is 
proof of English proficiency. 
 
At the top business schools, non-native English speakers will be asked to submit a test score 
that reflects their ability to communicate in English, both verbally and orally. 
 
To ensure you are fully prepared for an English proficiency test, there are several questions 
you should ask yourself: 
 

Who is the English proficiency test for? 
 
It is important both for you, and the MBA admissions departments to know that you can 
communicate effectively in English.  
 
While admissions staffs look for students who can actively participate in the classroom and 
with their peers, MBA applicants will need to be confident that their English skills will help 
them to succeed. 
 

When can I take the test? 
 
Plan ahead when deciding which test to take. Some tests may be available only on specific 
dates and times, and competition can be fierce to reserve a seat, while other tests may 
allow flexibility in scheduling. 
 
Above all else, always ensure that you plan ahead so that you don’t find yourself without 
test scores on the date your MBA application is due. 
 

How and when do the admissions departments get my scores? 
 
Find out how long it will take to receive your scores and how many schools you are allowed 
to send them to. Some tests return scores in a matter of days, while other tests may take 
several weeks. 
 
Some English proficiency tests limit the number of free score reports that you can send and 
charge for additional reports. Other tests, such as PTE Academic, allow you to send 
unlimited score reports at no charge. 
 



How do I prepare for the test? 
 
While some students take special English training courses, other students prefer to study on 
their own. 
 
Research available materials and plan accordingly, ensuring that the preparation materials 
are from credible sources. Just because someone has a test training video on YouTube 
doesn’t mean that you should use that to prepare for the test! 
 

Which test is right for me? 
 
There are several English tests to choose from. You should choose the one that will best 
indicate your ability to participate actively in your MBA program. 
 
Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE Academic) is designed to measure your real-life 
English proficiency. That means the score you achieve on PTE Academic will let you know 
how strong your communication skills are and in which areas you may need improvement. 
PTE Academic provides an overall score as well as scores for individual skills. This means that 
students, and business schools are able determine if students can write with more ease than 
they speak, which can be important an ascertaining an MBA applicant’s suitability for a 
program. 
 
PTE Academic is delivered in one, three hour session and is offered in the same test centre 
network as the Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT). Many GMAC member 
institutions, which include schools like Harvard Business School, Dartmouth Tuck School of 
Business, SC Johnson Graduate School of Management at Cornell University, and the 
University of Southern California’s Marshall School of Business, recognize PTE Academic. 
 
The QS World MBA Tour will be visiting the Middle East from the 9th of December till the 15th 
of December in Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Riyadh and Manama. Candidates can register now at 
www.topmba.com  
 
Source: topmba.com 
 
 

http://www.topmba.com/


About QS 
 
QS is the world’s leading information specialist in  the higher education sector. QS mission is 
to enable motivated people to fulfill their potential by fostering educational achievement, 
international mobility and career development. Through our exclusive events, publications, 
research and interactive web tools, we link undergraduate, graduate, MBA and executive 
communities around the world with recruiters and education providers. 
 
Our communities include: QS TopUniversities.com, QS TopGradSchool.com QS 
TopMBA.com, QS Global Workplace.com. 
The QS team of over 140 individuals from the four corners of the world represent the 
experience and goals of the achievers we aim to assist. They include internationally 
recognized experts in the higher and business education arena. 
 
QS operates globally from offices in London, Paris, Stuttgart, Singapore, Beijing, Shanghai, 
Sydney, Washington DC, Boston, and Johannesburg. 
 

QS World MBA Tour  
 
The QS World MBA Tour is the largest program of recruitment and information fairs for 
business school applicants. In 2009 over 80,000 potential applicants registered to visit 85 
events in 66 cities. 
 
The QS World MBA Tour offers a unique opportunity to meet admissions officers of the 
world's most influential business schools at venues around the world. Now in its sixteenth 
year, the Tour will consist of 85 events across 42 countries over five continents during 2010.   
 
The QS symbol, TopMBA and the QS World MBA Tour are trademarks of the QS family of 
products. 
 
For more information please contact: 
Paras Fatnani| paras@qs.com |Tel: +44 20 7284 7254 
Mihir Patel | mihir@qs.com | Tel: +44 20 7284 7260 
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